LIFE AT THE CAVALRY SCHOOL             127
occupied by Prince de Lambesc, the grand equerry. I had a very large bedroom and an immense sitting-room, looking on the Avenue of Paris and the Place d'Armes. I was at first surprised that they should have treated the last-arrived pupil so well; but I soon learnt that nobody would have these-rooms, on account of their immense size, which made them truly icy,"'while very few of the officer-pupils could afford a. fire. Fortunately I was not reduced to that point; I had a good stove set up, and with a large screen I made a little chamber in the vast room. I was able to furnish this tolerably, though they only provided us with a bed, a table, and two chairs, which was little enough for the vast space of my quarters. However, I settled myself very comfortably, and when spring came round my rooms were charming. You must not suppose that though we were called pupils we were treated as schoolboys; we were left free, even too free. We werejcommanded by an old colonel, M. Maurice, whom we hardly ever saw, and who never interfered. Three days a week we had ordinary riding-school under the celebrated riding-masters Jar din and Coupe, and we went to it whenever we thought[fit. In the afternoon, an excellent veterinary, M. Valois, gave lessons in horse-doctoring, but the pupils were under no compulsion to study with diligence. The other three days were devoted to the military side ; in the morning regulation riding-school, under the only two captains of the school, and in the afternoon lectures by them on the theory. As soon as the exercises were over we saw no more of the captains, and every pupil went where he pleased. It required a considerable wish to learn if one was to get on in a school so slackly kept, and yet most of the pupils made good progress, from fear of not being equal to their duties when they returned as instructors to their regiments. Still the work that they did fell very far short of what is now done at the school of Sau-mur. As for their general conduct, so long as they caused no disturbance within the establishment, they were left to do what they liked. There was no roll-call, they went out when they pleased, took their meals when they pleased, slept out, and even went to Paris without asking leave. The non-rt again in hostilities.
